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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Board  of  Children's  Guardians 

OF  MARION  COUNTY 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  31,  1894. 


To  the  Hon.  Edgar  A.  Brown,  Judge  of  the  Marion  Circuit  Court : 

The  history  of  the  Board  of  Children's  Guardians, 
with  slight  variations,  is  the  same  from  year  to  year." 
While  poverty,  intemperance,  vice  and  crime  continue 
to  degrade  and  brutalize  humanity,  little  children  will 
continue  to  suffer,  and  the  good  offices  of  this  Board 
will  continue  to  be  needed. 

It  is  impossible,  in  an  ordinary  report,  to  convey  an 
adequate  idea  of  a  year's  experience  of  such  an  agency 
as  this.  It  can  picture  but  faintly  the  wretched  abodes, 
the  debasing  conditions  in  which  many  children  in  our 
city  are  living  ;  it  can  describe  but  feebly  the  reality  of 
their  hard,  cheerless  lives  and  the  ruin  that  threatens 
them.  On  the  other  hand,  how  can  such  a  report  give 
the  reader  a -just  appreciation  of  the  changed  condition 
and  destiny  of  these  children  when  they  have  been  res- 
cued by  this  Board  and  placed  in  homes  of  plenty,  pur- 
ity and  love.    Some  of  these  child-histories,  in  which 
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the  Board  has  acted  an  important  part,  are  full  of  tragic 
interest,  and  the  happy  children,  now  saved  to  an  inno- 
cent, respectable  and  useful  life,  are  the  rich  reward  for 
all  the  toil,  the  difficulties  and  opposition  encountered 
in  their  rescue. 

THE  PARENTS  OF  THESE  CHILDREN. 

There  is  reason  to  fear  that  a  misapprehension  still 
exists  in  many  minds  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  Board 
towards  the  parents  of  these  unfortunate  children.  It 
seems  to  be  hard  to  dispel  the  suspicion  that  the  Board 
of  Children's  Guardians  has  some  selfish  interest  in 
getting  as  many  children  as  possible  into  its  custody, 
regardless  of  the  rights  and  feelings  of  parents.  There 
could  not  be  a  more  unjust  misrepresentation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Board  and  of  the  purpose  of  its  work  than 
this. 

When  the  special  officer  of  the  Board  finds  a  child 
that  is  reported  by  the  neighbors  or  the  police  to  be 
neglected,  abused  or  corrupted  by  its  evil  surroundings, 
his  first  duty  is  to  thoroughly  investigate  the  case  ; 
then  he  lays  all  the  facts  before  the  Board  and  its  at- 
torney, by  whom  they  are  carefully  weighed  ;  the 
chances  of  reform  and  improvement  in  the  child's 
home  are  considered,  also.  The  Board  always  regrets 
the  necessity  of  taking  a  child  from  its  parents  ;  it 
does  not  proceed  to  this  step  until  the  evidence  is  so 
strong  as  to  compel  the  conviction  that  justice  and  hu- 
manity to  the  child  demand  that  a  petition  for  posses- 
sion be  filed.  And  as  further  security  against  mistake 
or  injustice,  the  case  receives  a  fiDal  searching  review 
before  the  Court. 
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The  public  should  know  that  the  Board  of  Guardians 
would  rejoice  if,  in  every  case  that  comes  before  it  for 
examination,  the  parent  could  show  that  he  is  the  prop- 
er person  to  have  the  care  and  training  of  the  child. 
When  there  is  a  doubt  as  to  the  unworthiness  of  the 
parent  he  is  given  the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  On  ac- 
count of  this  leniency  towards  parents,  some  children 
have  been  doomed,  doubtless,  to  hard  and  vicious 
lives. 

It  is  due  to  the  Board  to  say  that  it  gives  many  par- 
ents who  are  abusing  their  children  the  opportunity  to 
reform  their  conduct.  Cases  are  prolonged  and  watched 
for  this  purpose.  We  have  gratifying  evidence  that 
this  warning  has  had  a  salutary  influence  in  many  in- 
stances. The  police  state  that  they  know  of  many  par- 
ents who  have  reformed  and  treat  their  children  bet- 
ter through  fear  of  the  Board  of  Children's  Guardi- 
ans. 

CLASSES    OF  PARENTS. 

In  the  prosecution  of  its  child-saving  work,  the 
Board  has  had  to  deal  with  at  least  four  distinct  classes 
of  parents. 

Some  children  are  found  who  have  been  abandoned 
by  their  parents,  or  left  to  the  unwilling  hands  of 
relatives  or  neighbors.  Incredible  as  it  may  seem, 
there  are  parents  so  heartless,  or  so  besotted  by  drink, 
that  they  will  forsake  their  children  and  leave  them 
helpless  and  friendless  to  the  charities  of  the  world. 
Such  children,  whom  no  one  claims,  and  no  one  cares 
for,  when  the  facts  are.  made  known  to  the  Court,  are 
committed  at  once  to  the  custody  of  the  Board  of  Chil- 
dren's Guardians. 
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There  are  parents,  with  whom  the  Board  has  had 
occasion  to  deal  in  a  few  instances,  who  volunta- 
rily surrender  their  children.  On  account  of  unhappy- 
domestic  relations,  or  for  other  causes,  they  find  them- 
selves unable  to  take  proper  care  of  their  children  and 
to  bring  them  up  under  wholesome  influences.  In 
the  circumstances  they  prefer  to  trust  them  to  the 
guardianship  of  this  Board. 

Again,  parents  are  found  who  have  been  overtaken 
by  misfortune,  who  have  lost  their  hold  upon  their 
children.  In  such  cases  the  Board  often  lends  a  help- 
ing hand.  It  will  take  temporary  charge  of  such 
children,  until  the  family  relations  can  be  restored. 
Sometimes  the  officer  of  the  Board  accompanies  these 
children  to  friends,  even  in  another  State,  in  order  to 
save  them  from  falling  into  harm. 

There  is  another,  and  larger  class  of  parents,  with 
whom  the  Board  is  brought  often  into  unpleasant  con- 
flict. They  are  the  intemperate,  the  vicious,  the  de- 
graded pauper  class.  The  children  of  these  parents, 
for  the  most  part,  are  destined  to  fall  to  the  low  level 
of  their  surroundings  unless  some  strong  hand  comes  to 
their  relief.  Some  of  them  are  sufferers  from  cruel  treat- 
ment; others  are  kept  out  of  school  and  forced  to  beg 
on  the  streets,  and  what  is  yet  worse,  many  are  early 
corrupted  by  the  depraved  associations  in  the  midst  of 
which  they  are  compelled  to  live.  Unless  they  are 
taken  out  of  their  temptations,  these  children,  espe- 
cially the  girls,  are  certain  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  vi- 
cious and  criminal  class,  which  is  the  burden  and 
curse  of  society. 

Now,  however  unnatural  and  base  these  parents  may 
be,  they  cling  to  their  children;  the  more  unwor- 
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thy  they  are  the  more  strongly  they  resist  any  in- 
tervention by  this  Board  or  by  any  authorities  of  the 
State.  These  conflicts  are  the  painful  experiences  of 
the  Board;  they  would  be  avoided  gladly  if  humanity 
did  not  demand  the  necessary  effort  to  rescue  such 
children  from  their  wretched  conditions. 

THE   NEW  CHILDBEX'S  HOME. 

Experience  has  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  a  Home 
to  which  the  children  committed  to  the  Board  can  be 
taken  before  they  are  permanently  placed  in  families. 
Some  of  these  children  are  diseased,  and  need  med- 
ical treatment;  some  have  evil  habits,  and  they  need 
moral  discipline  and  correction  before  they  are  fit  to  go 
into  homes  in  the  country.  Moreover,  the  tempo- 
rary detention  of  children  is  necessary,  because  suit- 
able homes  are  not  always  ready  for  them.  In  previous 
years  the  Board  has  not  had  accommodations  besf 
adapted  to  its  use.  It  has  been  necessary  to  scatter  a 
part  of  the  children  on  its  hands,  in  different  families 
that  were  willing  to  board  them.  Such  an  arrange- 
ment was  not  the  most  economical,  and  did  not  allow 
an  oversight  of  the  children  by  the  Board  that  was 
desirable. 

We  are  happy  now  to  report  that  through  the  gen- 
erous provision  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners 
the  Board  of  Children's  Guardians  has  come  into  pos- 
session of  a  large,  commodious  building,  located  at  the 
end  of  Prospect  street,  easily  reached  by  an  electric 
line  of  street-cars.  This  building  has  been  thoroughly 
refitted  and  furnished  with  all  needed  conveniences 
for  its  new  use.    If  its  sleeping  accommodations  shall 
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prove  inadequate,  we  have  assurances  that  this  lack 
will  be  supplied  by  the  County  Commissioners. 

The  Home  has  a  competent  matron  in  Miss  Talge, 
and  has  other  needed  assistants.  The  average  number 
of  inmates  constantly  in  the  Home  is  at  least  thirty. 
Through  the  favor  of  the  School  Board  of  Indianapolis 
a  capable  teacher,  Miss  Carson,  is  furnished,  so  that 
the  children  have  the  privileges  of  a  regular  school 
maintained  in  the  house. 

PERMANENT    HOMES   IN  THE  COUNTRY  THE  AIM  OF  THE 

BOARD. 

As  has  been  said  already  the  residence  of  the  wards 
of  the  Board  in  its  own  home  is  not  intended  to  be  per- 
manent. The  ultimate  purpose  is  to  place  each  child 
in  a  good  home  in  the  country,  where  it  will  be  treated 
as  a  child  of  the  family.  The  securing  of  this  result 
.is  the  most  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  Board.  It 
requires  careful  investigation  and  critical  judgment  of 
character  to  insure  a  child's  falling  into  good  hands. 
This  is  a  business  which  demands  the  services  of  an 
experienced  agent,  who  can  devote  all  the  time  needed 
for  the  thorough  investigation  of  applications  for  chil- 
dren. He  should  be  a  man  who  is  discreet,  a  good 
judge  of  human  nature,  who  has  tact  in  finding  out  the 
real  motives  of  applicants  and  the  kind  of  homes  they 
will  be  likely  to  give  children  entrusted  to  them. 
The  importance  of  this  service  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  a  majority  of  applications,  after  an  investiga- 
tion, are  not  such  as  can  be  recommended.  The  Board 
is  often  reminded  that  its  beneficent  purpose  may  be 
defeated  by  a  mistake  in  the  choice  of  a  home  for  a 
child. 
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But  finding  good  places  for  children  is  only  a  part 
of  the  duty  of  the  Visiting  Agent.  The  success  of  his 
work  depends  largely  upon  the  wise  selection  of  chil- 
dren adapted  to  the  families  in  which  they  are  to  live. 
The  experience  of  the  Board  in  this  respect  has  been 
very  instructive.  It  sometimes  happens  that  a  child  is 
not  happy  in  the  home  chosen  for  it  and  the  family  is 
dissatisfied  with  the  child  they  have  taken.  This  is 
a  case  of  misfit,  and  the  remedy  is  a  removal  of  the 
child  to  a  more  congenial  home  and  to  the  care  of  those 
who  know  better  how  to  deal  with  such  a  character.  A 
judicious  replacing  of  such  a  child  is  usually  attended 
with  happ}^  results;  the  child  is  contented  and  its  new 
friends  are  pleased.  A  second  and  third  removal  in 
some  cases  has  been  found  necessary. 

To  insure  complete  success  in  this  department  of  the 
Board's  work  the  Visiting  Agent  is  expected  to  keep  up 
an  acquaintance  with  the  children  by  occasional  visits 
and  by  correspondence.  This  has  a  good  effect  in  many 
ways.  It  keeps  alive  the  interest  of  the  families  in  the 
welfare  of  the  children;  it  tends  also  to  make  the  chil- 
dren contented,  as  they  see  the  Board  has  a  thought- 
ful care  for  them;  and  the  Agent  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Board  is  often  able  to  give  valuable  counsel 
when  difficulties  or  disagreements  arise.  In  all  this 
varied  service  the  Board  is  much  indebted  for  good 
results  achieved  to  the  faithfulness  and  good  judgment 
of  its  Visiting  Agent,  Mr.  J.  Frank  Wright. 

In  this  connection  it  should  be  said  that  the  larger 
.portion  of  the  wards  of  the  Board  are  first  put  into  fam- 
ilies on  trial,  and  if  the  trial  proves  satisfactory  to  both 
parties  the  family  then  enters  into  a  written  agreement 
with  the  Board.    By  the  terms  of  the  contract  the  child 
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is  to  receive  kind  treatment,  schooling  during  the 
school  age,  good  moral  training  and  adequate  provis- 
ion for  its  physical  needs. 

A  number  of  children  have  been  legally  adopted,  in 
a  few  cases  by  a  near  relative.  A  small  number  have 
been  found  fit  only  for  some  public  institution,  such  as 
the  House  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  the  Reform  School 
and  the  Asylum  for  the  Feeble-Minded. 

To  illustrate  the  method  and  result  of  placing  chil- 
dren in  permanent  homes  we  give  below  a  few  extracts 
from  the  report  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  Visiting  Agent: 

CASES  ILLUSTRATING  THE    NECESSITY  OF  THOROUGH  IN- 
VESTIGATION OF  APPLICANTS. 

A  well  dressed  man  applied  for  a  certain  fifteen-year-old  girl. 
Said  he  had  raised  to  womanhood  three  orphan  girls,  and  he 
would  do  better  by  this  girl  than  the  Board  would  ask.  I  saw  his 
references  in  the  city.,  and  then  took  the  train  and  visited  his 
home.  Every  one  I  met  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  man. 
His  home  was  elegant  and  refined ;  he  was  the  principal  citizen  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  church. 
After  a  day's  investigation,  I  went  to  the  station,  and  while  there 
I  was' confidentially  warned  by  one  man  not  to  put  a  girl  in  this 
family,  "  because  he  had  ruined  three  orphan  girls  whom  he  had 
previously  taken  into  his  family."  I  afterwards  verified  this  story. 
I  had  spent  a  day  looking  into  this  case,  and  only  at  the  last  mo- 
ment was  I  saved  from  making  an  awful  mistake. 

 .    A  woman  highly  recommended  applied  for  a  child  ten 

years  old.  The  Board  was  assured  the  person  was  a  worthy  appli- 
cant, and  it  was  a  waste  of  time  to  investigate.  I  visited  the  home 
— found  the  lady  courteous  and  agreeable.  She  had  a  large  family 
of  boys ;  the  girl  was  wanted  for  the  kitchen.  When  informed 
that  the  Board  expected  the  child  to  be  sent  to  school,  she  replied, 
"  I  presume  by  the  time  she  is  thirteen  she  will  have  received  suf- 
ficient education."  I  pursued  my  inquiries  in  the  village,  and  I 
learned  that  a  fourteen-year-old  waif  had  run  off  from  this  home 
a  month  previous,  saying  the  work  was  killing  her  and  she  could 
not  stand  it.    Though  this  woman  enlisted  the  town  marshal  in  a 
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search  for  the  runaway,  the  child  could  not  be  found.  The  Board 
refused  to  entertain  her  application ;  yet  she  persisted  till  she  was 
refused  the  third  time. 

 .    One  woman  asked  for  a  bright  little  girl,  eight  years 

old.  I  learned  from  her  friends  that  her  own  child  was  so  immoral 
that  they  refused  to  allow  their  children  to  associate  with  her,  and 
that  the  object  of  this  application  was  to  get  a  child  of  the  Board 
in  the  hope  that  it  would  reform  her  child. 

 .   A  man  wanted  a  boy  on  his  farm — two  acres — to  be 

company  and  learn  the  business.  He  had  been  forced  into  his  mar- 
riage by  the  courts,  and  was  a  notorious  gambler. 

 .   A  man  and  his  wife  asked  for  a  girl  of  twelve  years. 

They  were  owners  of  1,800  acres  of  good  land ;  their  minister  was  one 
of  their  references.  They  had  two  boys  in  the  family  and  kept  three 
hired  hands.  I  learned  that  the  ward  of  the  Board  in  their  keep- 
ing was  obliged  to  be  up  in  the  morning  at  4  o'clock.  She  did  all 
the  work— cooking,  washing,  scrubbing — everything  except  hang- 
ing the  clothes  on  the  line,  she  being  too  short  for  that.  She  was 
at  liberty  to  go  to  bed  at  9  o'clock  in  the  winter,  and  at  11  o'clock 
in  the  summer.  She  never  went  to  school  for  a  day ;  once  in  six  or 
eight  weeks  she  was  able  to  go  to  Sunday-school.  I  brought  this 
child  away. 

These  are  a  few  extreme  cases,  indicating  the  im- 
portance of  employing  an  agent  who  is  able  to  find  out 
the  real  character  of  the  applicants.  Other  families 
apply  for  children  of  whom  the  worst  that  can  be  said 
is  that  they  are  devoid  of  true  feeling  in  matters  per- 
taining to  children,  and  are  prompted  only  by  selfish 
motives  in  their  applications.  The  Board  does  not  in- 
trust children  to  such  persons. 

But  we  are  able  to  say  the  Board  is  successful  in 
finding  genuine  homes  and  kind  friends  for  its  wards. 
In  every  part  of  our  State  there  are  many  families  that 
have  a  true  sympathy  with  the  work  of  the  Board,  and 
are  ready  to  co-operate  with  it.  In  such  families  a 
poor,  friendless  boy  or  girl  finds  warm  hearts  and  a  good 
home.  The  illustrations  that  follow  are  taken  from 
the  report  of  the  Visiting  Agent: 
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CASES. 

Litte  Jane. — Many  children  do  not  know  what  a  civilized  Chris- 
tian life  means.  When  taken  to  a  home  at  first,  they  look  about 
wonderingly,  timidly,  fearing  lest  they  have  come  among  new  peo- 
ple to  experience  some  new  torture,  especially  prepared  for  chil- 
dren. When  they  find  their  mistake  they  express  their  surprise 
and  delight,  sometimes  in  emphatic  language.  Hear  little  Jane  : 
"Been  here  three  whole  days  and  'aint  been  heated  once !" 

Several  Children  in  the  Same  Community. — I  find  it  necessary 
sometimes  to  teach  a  lesson  to  a  community.  In  one  place  I  found 
a  feeling  of  indifference  to  the  claims  of  these  children  to  love  and 
sympathy.  I  had  two  applications  there,  and  neither  seemed 
promising.  I  talked  for  the  Board  and  I  pleaded  for  the  children. 
I  related  instances  which  brought  tears  to  the  eyes  of  the  appli- 
cants. They  had  never  taken  my  view  of  the  subject  before.  I 
urged  the  reasonableness  of  a  bestowal  of  love  and  sympathy  upon 
the  children,  if  love  was  to  be  demanded  in  return.  I  candidly 
gave  the  facts,  good  and  bad,  as  to  the  children  I  had  in  mind  for 
them.  The  result  is,  I  now  have  over  twenty  children  in  good 
homes  in  that  neighborhood.  They  are  happy;  and  while  at 
times  a  little  fractious,  they  are  doing  well.  They  love  their 
homes,  and  are  sure  they  never  want  to  return  to  this  city.  They 
speak  of  papa  and  mamma,  and  they  attend  school  in  the  names 
of  their  foster  parents,  and  as  members  of  the  family  they  attend 
worship  on  the  Sabbath.  These  people  now  tell  me  they  had  never 
thought  of  this  matter  as  I  presented  it;  that  I  gave  them  new 
ideas,  taught  them  a  new  duty.  They  have  a  great  respect  for 
this  Board,  and  cordially  welcome  my  visits.  They  inquire  after 
my  work,  and  relate  all  that  has  happened  since  I  last  saw  them. 
Their  own  children  claim  a  share  of  my  attention,  and  insist  I  be- 
long to  them  as  much  as  to  the  boy  or  girl  I  brought  to  them. 

In  one  family  there  were  two  German  girls  who  never  spoke  a 
word  of  English  till  I  put  a  little  girl  into  the  household.  Now 
the  girls  are  talking  English  and  forgetting  German,  and  the  par- 
ents laugh  heartily  over  the  result.  I  am  told  a  kindlier  atmos- 
phere pervades  that  community.  Sunday  visits  bring  the  children 
together,  and  their  foster  parents  appear  to  be  as  proud  as  though 
they  were  watching  their  own  flesh  and  blood.  At  the  last  Fourth 
of  July  celebration  seven  of  the  wards  of  this  Board  were  upon  the 
ground  at  one  time  ;  this  year  there  will  be  more.  For  fifteen  miles 
around  the  people  are  alive  upon  the  subject,  and  no  man  can  ap- 
ply for  a  child  to  the  Board  but  these  people  will  tell  him  (if  he  is 
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not  a  proper  person)  that  he  can  not  secure  one.  This  statement 
was  made  to  one  man  within  a  month :  "No  use,  Jim ;  you  know  you 
ain't  a  good  man,  and  it  is  wasted  time  for  you  to  make  an  appli- 
cation. That  man  who  brings  the  children  asks  mighty  searching 
questions.  He  will  hear  all  about  you,  don't  you  fear,  and  then 
he'll  just  flatly  refuse  you.  Suppose  he  did  put  a  child  in  your  hands, 
don't  you  know  fifty  families  will  be  a  watching  you,  and  the  first 
bad  break  you  make  he  will  know  of  it,  and  will  just  come  and  take 
the  child?  Of  course  you  would  get  mad  and  threaten  some,  but 
that  won't  help  you.  Take  my  advice  and  don't  apply  till  you've 
straightened  out  your  morals  for  a  year  or  two." 

A  Case  of  Wise  Discipline. — I  pledge  the  children  to  good  behavior 
when  I  leave  them  in  a  new  home.  This  gives  me  some  hold  upon 
them  for  the  future :  it  also  gives  the  foster-parents  some  advan- 
tage. 

"  Why,  Nora !"  said  a  lady  to  a  petulant,  fractious  little  girl, 
"what  would  Mr.  Wright  say?  Have  you  forgotten  your  promise 
to  him  so  soon?  How  can  you  tell  him  about  it  when  he  comes?" 
Nora  cried  and  pleaded  headache.  So  she  was  put  to  bed.  After 
an  half-hour  she  arose  and  said  in  a  penitent  voice,  "  I  am  sorry  I 
was  cross,  mamma ;  please  forgive  me.  I  am  better  now.  You 
look  tired ;  let  me  do  the  sweeping  to-day  and  you  lay  down  awhile 
and  see  if  I  am  not  good  all  day."  I  need  not  say  she  was  given  a 
kiss  which  told  her  she  was  forgiven.  This  child  was  not  happier 
than  the  good  friend  who  has  undertaken  to  lead  her  up  into  a 
beautiful  womanhood. 

Homesickness  Changed  to  Content. — One  little  girl  wept  bitterly 
from  a  feeling  of  loneliness  for  two  or  three  days  after  being  placed 
in  a  new  home.  She  declared  she  could  not  and  would  not  stay. 
On  the  fourth  day  she  began  to  change  her  mind,  and  soon  she  be- 
came contented.  The  lady  afterwards  became  dangerously  ill,  and 
in  great  distress  lest  she  would  die,  this  child  took  charge  of  the 
house  and  kept  it  in  order,  and  at  the  same  time  proved  a  compe- 
tent nurse.  The  lady  recovered,  and  has  often  said  to  me,  "I  could 
not  keep  house  without  her.  I  really  enjoyed  lying  in  bed  and 
watching  her  as  she  went  on  with  the  household  affairs  as  well  as 
I  could  have  done." 

A  Brave  Girl. — A  girl  of  thirteen  years  discovered  the  bouse  to 
be  on  fire,  in  the  absence  of  the  family.  She  had  seen  too  many 
fires  in  the  city  to  be  demoralized  by  fright.  She  acted  promptly 
and  with  the  aid  of  two  little  boys  she  saved  the  property,  valued 
at  $6,000.   What  praises  were  given  her  when  the  family  returned ! 
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She  was  modest  and  never  seemed  to  think  she  had  done  anything 
more  than  her  duty.  The  lady  of  the  house,  narrating  the  story, 
said :  "Mercy !  I  should  have  been  so  frightened  I  would  have  run 
screaming  into  the  road  and  never  would  have  saved  a  thing." 
Who  shall  say  this  child  has  not  earned  her  place  in  the  affections 
of  that  family? 

A  Mischievous  Child  Transformed. — A  girl  who  had  been  pretty 
wild  in  the  city  and  whose  first  work  after  entering  her  new  home 
in  the  country  was  to  sow  discord  in  the  neighborhood  by  her  gos- 
sip, finally  became  a  quiet  girl.  This  was  the  result  of  a  long  talk 
with  her.  In  the  fall  the  lady  of  the  house  was  taken  ill  with  ty- 
phoid fever  and  the  physician  said  she  must  die.  The  husband 
was  distracted;  the  neighbors  refused  to  enter  the  house  through 
fear  of  taking  the  disease.  But  Mary  had  no  fear.  She  seemed  al- 
most to  delight  in  such  a  condition  of  affairs.  She  took  the  whole 
charge  of  the  sick  room  and  finally  had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing 
the  doctor  say  that  through  her  nursing  the  lady  was  going  to  get 
well.  When  I  visited  them  last  Mary  flushed  with  pleasure  when 
she  heard  me  informed  that  she  was  a  good  girl,  the  very  best,  and 
that  she  never  could  go  out  of  that  family,  for  she  had  saved  a  life 
there,  when  everybody  else  refused  to  come  through  fear  of  the 
disease. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS . 

Religious  services  are  conducted  at  the  Home  every 
Sunday  by  members  of  the  Tabernacle  Church  Sunday- 
school  and  Memorial  Church  Sunday-school  alternate- 
ly. The  ladies  of  Memorial  Church  have  rendered  valu- 
able aid  in  sewing;  Mrs.  Charles  Martindale  and  Mrs. 
Hervey  Bates,  in  decorating  and  beautifying  the  Home; 
Dr.  Stilson  and  Dr.  Will  Wright  have  given  their  pro- 
fessional services  free  of  charge.  Thanks  are  due  the 
Dental  college  and  Dr.  Comstock  for  dental  work. 

By  invitation  of  Messrs.  Dickson  &  Talbott  the  chil- 
dren attended  an  entertainment  at  the  Grand  Opera 
House.  The  Street  Railroad  Company  furnished  trans- 
portation. 

An  entertainment  was  furnished  the  children  at  the 
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Home  on  Christmas  by  the  pupils  of  High  School  No. 
2 ;  also  an  entertainment  and  dinner  by  the  Young 
People's  Circle  and  King's  Daughters  of  Plymouth 
Church.  Donations  of  food  and  clothing  from  different 
sources  have  been  previously  acknowledged. 
*  The  Charity  Organization  Society  has  furnished  wom- 

en for  laundry  work  and  as  seamstresses,  paying  for 
their  services  in  food.  Miss  Susie  R.  Rhoreo  has  sub- 
scribed for  the  Youth's  Companion  for  one  year,  to  be 
sent  to  the  Home  ;  she  has  furnished  other  reading, 
also.  The  Matron,  Miss  Talge,  has  given  each  child 
who  has  left  the  Home  a  Bible. 

Acknowledgment  is  hereby  made  of  the  great  favor 
of  annual  passes  for  our  Visiting  Agent  by  the  follow- 
ing railroad  officials  :  F.  G.  Darlington,  Sup't  P.,  C, 
C.  &  St.  L.  R.  R.;  Q.  A.  Barnard,  Gen.  Man.  Peoria 
and  Eastern,  Big  Four  System;  Wm.  M.  Green,  C, 
H.  &  D.  R.  R.;  G.  L.  Bradbury,  Gen.  Man.  L.  E.  & 
W.  R'y;  R.  B.  F.  Peirce,  I.,  D.  &  W.  R'y  ;  W.  R. 
McKeen,  Vandalia  R'y  ;  W.  H.  McDoel,  Monon  Road; 
Chas.  M.  Hayes,  Wabash  Road. 

The  Board  again  acknowledges  the  faithful  services 
of  Mr.  A.  C.  Elster,  Special  Officer,  and  Mr.  J.  Frank 
Wright,  Visiting  Agent,  and  Mr.  Clinton  L.  Hare,  At- 
torney for  the  Board. 

The  Board  is  greatly  indebted  to  Mrs.  Julia  H.  Good- 
hart,  who,  besides  serving  as  Treasurer,  has  performed 
the  duties  of  Secretary  since  the  resignation  of  Mrs. 
Parker. 
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TABULATED  STATEMENT 

Of  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Children's  Guardian's  of 
Marion  County,  Indiana,  for  the  year  ending  March 
31,  1894. 


No.  cases  investigated  by  the  Board   131 

No.  cases  rejected  for  want  of  evidence   58 

No.  petitions  filed   32 

No.  *cases  in  which  the  conditions  have  been  improved  by 

investigation   36 

Returned  to  Children's  Home,  Cincinnati   1 

Returned  to  Home  Aid  Society   1 

Placed  by  Board  without  trial    3 

  131 

No.  children  involved  in  investigation   260 

No.  children  rejected  for  want  of  evidence   123 

No.  children  involved  in  petitions   50 

No.  children  placed  by  Board  without  trial   3 

No.  children  removed  from  jurisdiction  of  Board   1 

Died   1 

Returned  to  Children's  Home,  Cincinnati   1 

Returned  to  Home  Aid  Society   1 

No.  children  in  which  conditions  have  been  improved  by 

investigation   80 

  260 

Petitions  filed   32 

No.  children  given  to  Board   23 

No.  children  returned  to  parents  by  order  of  Court   9 

  32 

No.  children  involved  in  petitions   50 

No.  children  given  to  the  Board   23 

No.  children  returned  to  parents  by  order  of  Court   9 

No.  children  placed  by  Board  without  trial   3 

No.  children  not  finally  disposed  of   13 

Died   1 

Removed  from  jurisdiction  of  Board   1 

  50 

No.  children  given  to  Board   23 

No.  children  adopted   1 

On  trial  in  homes   14 

House  of  Good  Shepherd   1 

School  for  Feeble-Minded   1 

No.  children  in  the  Home   6 

  23 

Applications  '   115 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  BOARD. 


Number  of  cases  investigated.   553 

Number  of  children  involved   1,046 

No.  of  children  given  to  the  Board  since  its  organization.  201 

Placed  in  families  and  adopted   17 

Placed  in  families  and  indentured   50 

Placed  in  families  and  still  on  trial   36 

Sent  to  Eeform  School   6 

Sent  to  School  for  Feeble-Minded   5 

Placed  temporarily  in  Children's  Home  at  Westfield. ...  3 

Placed  temporarily  in  St.  Joseph  Industrial  School   5 

Placed  temporarily  with  Sisters  of  Good  Shepherd   5 

Attending  Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb   1 

Eeturned  to  relatives  by  court   5 

Returned  to  parents  by  Board   3 

Married   1 

Died   12 

Not  found  by  officers  but  given  to  Board   5 

Boarding  in  the  country   3 

Stolen  by  parents   9 

Ran  away   6 

Attained  majority   3 

In  hospital     1 

In  Children's  Home   25 

—  201 

Returned  from  homes  once   11 

Returned  from  homes  twice   9 

Returned  from  homes  three  times   2 

Not  replaced  in  homes.  , . . .  9 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

For  Year  Ending  March  31,  1894. 


Receipts. 

April  1,  1893. 

To  balance   $844  78 

Y.  P.  S.  C.  E   5  00 

County  Commissioners   6,425  90 

Charity  Organization   400  00 

Insurance  on  loss  of  goods   205  00 

 $7,880  68 

Expenditures. 

By  Agent's  expenses   $282  00 

Agent's  salary   600  00 

Special  officer,  one-third   243  29 

Attorney   300  00 

•Board  of  children   2,664  40 

Sewing   47  50 

Clothing  and  dry-goods   309  18 

Burials   15  75 

C.  L.  Hare,  expense   10  00 

Vault  cleaning   25  00 

Moving  goods  to  the  Home   3  50 

Insurance   3  13 

Miscellaneous   13  41 

Printing,  advertising,  etc   68  45 

Drugs  •   11  95 

Car  fare,  official  visits,  children,  etc   10  80 

Bread   7  22 

Servants'  wages...*.   _  142  00 

Milk   77  02 

Matron   155  00 

Groceries   223  79 

House  furnishing   1,508  54 

Telephone   18  00 

Meat     88  11 

Dental,  $6.50;  physician,  $7.50   14  00 

Washing   14  50 

Fuel  and  light   5  00 

Balance   1,019  14 


$7,880  68  $7,880  68 


